Christmas One - Pastor Mark Voss – December 30, 2018

SERVICE OF THE WORD
Opening Carol - “Angels We Have Heard on High”

CW 63

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with you.
C: And also with you.
CONFESSION OF SINS
P: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus,
my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me
from my sin, and take away my guilt.
P: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death
of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child.
May God give you strength to live according to his will.
C: Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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Lord is good. Bless-ed are they who take re-fuge in him.

Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray.
Almighty God, in mercy you sent your one and only Son to take upon himself our
human nature. By his gracious coming deliver us from the corruption of our sin
and transform us into the likeness of his glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

THE WORD
1 Samuel 2:1-20
Notice the similarities between the two boys
Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, saying, “May the Lord give you children by
this woman to take the place of the one she prayed for and gave to the Lord.” Then
they would go home. 21 And the Lord was gracious to Hannah; she gave birth to three
sons and two daughters. Meanwhile, the boy Samuel grew up in the presence of the
Lord.
20

Now Eli, who was very old,
heard about everything his sons
were doing to all Israel and how
they slept with the women who
served at the entrance to the tent
of meeting. 23 So he said to them,
“Why do you do such things? I
hear from all the people about
these wicked deeds of yours. 24 No,
my sons; the report I hear
spreading among the Lord’s
people is not good. 25 If one person
sins against another, God may
mediate for the offender; but if
anyone sins against the Lord, who
will intercede for them?” His sons,
however, did not listen to their
father’s rebuke, for it was the
Lord’s will to put them to death.
22

And the boy Samuel continued
to grow in stature and in favor with the Lord and with people.
26

Verse of the Day:
P: Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts. Alleluia.
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Luke 2:41-52

Luke emphasizes the two natures of Jesus
Every year Jesus’ parents went
to Jerusalem for the Festival of the
Passover. 42 When he was twelve
years old, they went up to the
festival, according to the custom. 43
After the festival was over, while his
parents were returning home, the
boy Jesus stayed behind in
Jerusalem, but they were unaware
of it. 44 Thinking he was in their
company, they traveled on for a day.
Then they began looking for him
among their relatives and friends. 45
When they did not find him, they
went back to Jerusalem to look for
him. 46 After three days they found
him in the temple courts, sitting
among the teachers, listening to
them and asking them questions.
41


Son

of


God.

Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48
When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to him, “Son, why
have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for
you.”
47

“Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my
Father’s house?” 50 But they did not understand what he was saying to them.
49

Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his
mother treasured all these things in her heart. 52 And Jesus grew in wisdom and
stature, and in favor with God and man.
51

Hymn of the Day “O Jesus So Sweet, O Jesus So Mild”

CW 366

Give Love as a Gift
Colossians 3:12-17
12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe

yourselves with
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and
forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord
forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together
in perfect unity.
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you
were called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the message of Christ dwell among you
richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms,
hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And
whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him.
15

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there he
will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THANKSGIVING
Offering and Signing of Friendship Register
Carol of the Day - “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”

CW 38 vv 1-5

Prayer of the Church
P: During these holy days, dear Father, we rejoice to hear the good news of great joy
that a Savior has been born for us. For fulfilling your prophecies and in the fullness
of time sending your Son to be our Savior, we give you our heartfelt thanks and
praise.
C: Unto us a child is born! Unto us a Son is given!
P: What a great mystery of our faith this is: that God has become fully human for our
salvation! Even though he is the all-powerful Lord of all, he is wrapped in strips of
cloth and lying in a manger.
C: Help us always believe that this precious child was born as our substitute to
be our Savior.
P: In the midst of our joy, we grieve for the many people in our world who do not
know that Jesus has come to bring them forgiveness and healing. As the shepherds
spread abroad the good news of the birth of the Savior born for all the world, may
we also make use of the unique opportunities this holiday presents to tell others
of what we have seen and heard concerning the child.
C: Grant that the true peace between God and fallen mankind may comfort all
people.
Page Six

P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.

P: As the angels sang out their praise, move us also to sing out our praise to you, today
and every day, as the joy of Christmas remains in our hearts
C: Glory to God in the highest! Amen.
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and
forever. Amen
P: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and
do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be
strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
P: Brothers and sisters, go in peace, live in harmony with one another, serve the Lord
with gladness. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on
you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and give you his peace.
Amen.
Closing Verses – “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”

CW 38 vv 13-15

Text, Tune, Setting: Public Domain

Instead of soft and silken stuff
You have but hay and straw so rough
On which as King, so rich and great,
To be enthroned in royal state.
My heart for very joy must leap;
My lips no more can silence keep.
I, too, must sing with joyful tongue
That sweetest ancient cradle song:
Glory to God in highest heaven, Who unto us his Son has given!
While angels sing with pious mirth A glad new year to all the earth.
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• A warm welcome to our visitors.
May the Lord bless your worship
with us today. We ask that you
please sign the friendship register
located at the end of the pew.
• Children – Activity bags are
available in the coat room, off the
narthex. During our service a
staffed nursery is located straight
ahead and to your left as you exit
the sanctuary. While we encourage
young children to be in the service,
families may like to use the
nursery and are invited to do so.
• Please let an usher know if you
require a larger print bulletin.
• Our services can also be viewed
online. Go to our website
corchurch.com and click on Video
Broadcast.
• As a member of Christ Our
Redeemer we are connected to
each other through our unity of
faith and the public confession of
that faith in Lord’s Supper. To read
what our profession of faith is, go
to www.corchurch.com and click
on “Our Beliefs” or take a copy of
the tract “What We Believe” in the
Visitor Information Center kiosk.
To become a member of our
church family, please speak with
the pastor.

