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P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you.
C: And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS
P: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
Pause for silence

ALL: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my
sin, and take away my guilt.
P: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death
of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child.
May God give you strength to live according to his will.
C: Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray,
O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your word of
peace. Come to us also by your Word and sacrament, and banish our fears with the
comforting assurance of your abiding presence; for you life and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

THE WORD
In the face of fear and doubt the risen Christ gives us
proof, peace, and living hope.
Acts 2:14a, 22-33 – No more doubt
Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: "Men of Israel,
listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and
signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. This man was handed
over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put
him to death by nailing him to the cross. But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from
the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him. David said
about him: "`I saw the Lord always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I will not be
shaken. Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will live in hope,
because you will not abandon me to the grave, nor will you let your Holy One see decay. You
have made known to me the paths of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence.'
"Brothers, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried, and his tomb
is here to this day. But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on oath that he
would place one of his descendants on his throne. Seeing what was ahead, he spoke of the
resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to the grave, nor did his body see decay.
God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact. Exalted to the right hand of
God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you
now see and hear.
VERSE OF THE DAY
P: Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. Blessed are those who have
not seen and yet have believed. Alleluia.
John 20:29b
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John 20:19-31 – No more fear
On the evening of that first day of
the week, when the disciples were
together, with the doors locked for fear
of the Jews, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, "Peace be with
you!" After he said this, he showed
them his hands and side. The disciples
were overjoyed when they saw the
Lord. Again Jesus said, "Peace be with
you! As the Father has sent me, I am
sending you." And with that he
breathed on them and said, "Receive
the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they
are not forgiven." Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples
when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord!" But he said to them,
"Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my
hand into his side, I will not believe it."
A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the
doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!" Then he
said to Thomas, "Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my
side. Stop doubting and believe." Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!" Then Jesus told
him, "Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and
yet have believed." Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which
are not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
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SERMON
A Gift Greater than Gold
First in a series from 1 Peter
Faith is born
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
4
and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade--kept in heaven for you,
3

Faith is formed
who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is
ready to be revealed in the last time.
6
In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in
all kinds of trials.
7
These have come so that your faith--of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though
refined by fire--may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus
Christ is revealed.
5

Faith survives . . . and thrives
Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you
believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy,
9
for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.
8

APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into
hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THANKSGIVING
OFFERING AND FRIENDSHIP REGISTER SIGNING
HYMN – “Chief of Sinners Though I Be”

CW 385 vv 1-3

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH FOR EASTER
P: O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, you fulfilled your promises by the
resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, from the dead.
C: Thanks be to God! You give us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
P: In your compassion you sent Christ, the Good Shepherd, who laid down his life to rescue the
lost.
C:Drive out all doubt and gloom that we may delight in your glorious triumph.
P: Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make intercession for the saints, and grant us
confidence in the greatness of his power. Keep before us the vision of your redeemed people
standing before your throne and singing the song of victory:
C:Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive wisdom and power and honor and glory and
praise.
P: Make us instruments of your peace as we bring the good news of hope and new life to those
around us. Guide us in the use of all that you have entrusted to us: our time, our talents, and
our treasures.
C:Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for you.
P: Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick, and strengthen the faith of the suffering and the
dying. Assure them of your abiding presence, and comfort them with the hope of eternal life.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.

P: Gracious Father, you have restored to us the joy of your salvation. With happy hearts, we
come before you and say:
C: Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Amen.
Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who
sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power
and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen
CHILDREN'S LESSON
P: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do.
Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in
faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

P: Brothers and sisters, go in peace, live in harmony with one another, serve the Lord with
gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you his peace.
C: Amen.
CLOSING VERSE – “Chief of Sinners Though I Be”

CW 385 vv 4-5

Text and Tune: public domain. *Setting: c 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer. Used by permission.

Chief of sinners though I be,
Christ is all in all to me.
All my wants to him are known;
All my sorrows are his own.
Safe with him in earthly strife,
I await the heav'nly life.
Strengthen me, O gracious Lord,
By your Spirit and your word.
When my wayward heart would stray,
Keep me in the narrow way;
Grace in time of need supply
While I live and when I die.
THURSDAY WORSHIP SERVICES: A reminder that our 7p Worship Services
will resume this Thursday, April 27, with Bible Class following at 7:45p.
FRIENDSHIP SUNDAY: Please sign the sheet on the table in the narthex to
let us plan for the number of people attending our Friendship Sunday,
April 30th.

Christ Our Redeemer
Evangelical
Lutheran
Church and School
17700 East Iliff Avenue
Aurora, CO 80013
corchurch.com

Worship services Sundays
at 8 and 10:30a and
Thursdays at 7p
Bible Study and
School at 9:15a

Sunday

• A warm welcome to our visitors.
May the Lord bless your worship
with us today. We ask that you
please sign the friendship register
located at the end of the pew.
• Children – Activity bags are
available in the coat room, off the
narthex. During our 10:30a service
a staffed nursery is located straight
ahead and to your left as you exit
the sanctuary. While we encourage
young children to be in the service,
families may like to use the
nursery and are invited to do so.
• Please let an usher know if you
require a larger print bulletin.
• Our services can also be viewed
online. Go to our website
corchurch.com and click on Video
Broadcast.

• As a member of Christ Our

Pastor Mark Voss
303-337-0025
303-808-0611
markvoss@corchurch.com
Principal Phil Scriver
303-337-3108
philscriver@corchurch.com

Redeemer we are connected to
each other through our unity of
faith and the public confession of
that faith in Lord’s Supper. To read
what our profession of faith is, go
to www.corchurch.com and
click on “Our Beliefs” or take a
copy of the tract “What We
Believe” in the Visitor Information
Center kiosk. To become a member
of our church family, please speak
with the pastor.

